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Principal’s Comments

The school counselor and support team are an 
integral part of the Centerville Elementary 
community. The counselor works to support the 
social, emotional and academic needs of Centerville 
Elementary. The team truly values each and every 
child, and works hard to support teachers and 
families.  

This year in particular has proved to be exceptional 
with the onset of COVID-19, and the ongoing need 
to pivot and be flexible at school. The school 
counselor and support team have helped to keep a 
positive flow throughout the building, and have 
made notable efforts in helping families feel secure 
with outside support including mental health 
connections, and food stability. I am proud of the 
work the school counselor and team has done with 
the use of the Devereux Student Strengths 
Assessment (DESSA), as well as the work that is 
done in the classrooms, in small groups, 
individually, with teachers and with parent 
interactions. The school counselor continues to be a 
vital and positive part of our Centerville 
community.   

Student Results
This school year has strengthened the school 
counseling program at Centerville Elementary. In 
the midst of a pandemic, the focus on individual 
students and families took priority. While the goal 
was to educate children and keep the year as 
“normal” as possible, we recognized the impact that 

COVID-19 had on families and students.  With 
uncertainty as the norm, the school counselor made 
great efforts to connect with families. In working 
closely with teachers, the school counselor was able 
to focus on the wellbeing of students and families 
with frequent parent check in’s, referrals for mental 
health services, financial and food support. While 
daily support took place, the school team sought 
evidence based results through our district approved 
screener, the Devereux Student Strengths  
Assessment (DESSA). The DESSA provides the 
team with a summary of each student’s overall 
social emotional competence. With this information 
we are able to provide social supports to students 
and teachers in the form of small group 
interventions, individual counseling, whole class 
lessons, a check in, check out system, and 
classroom teacher support.  

COVID-19 shut down our entire 
community. While the virus continues to challenge 
the wellbeing of people around the word, and 
continues to impact our mental and physical health,  
we have made great efforts to keep our school 
community positive. Our school team took a deeper 
look at the influence this global pandemic had on 
our families who are considered economically 
disadvantaged. With some families facing an 
additional challenge of financial struggle, we made 
sure to address students who showed social needs 
through the DESSA. We saw a large jump of 
students who went from the typical range, to a 
strength range according to DESSA comparison of 
fall and spring results. The students in the needs 
range also increased slightly as whole, while
individual students in the needs range made notable 
gains.   

Massachusetts Accountability Report Card
A continuous improvement document for school counseling outcomes 

M.A.R.C. Jr.
2020-2021 School Year

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=YAFzJaF1oWoSOM&tbnid=CP4GydQWKfPy0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.barnstable.k12.ma.us%2Fcenterville&ei=_Il7U-uPI9WtyATd1ILgCg&bvm=bv.67229260,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFn1iRcHO4SLDrJ31jeVDuGSsY9Ew&ust=1400691557303756


DESSA Results Comparison for Students in the 
Economically Disadvantaged Category 
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The diagram above shows data of students who are 
in the category of economically disadvantaged. You 
can see the increase in students who moved from 
typical to strength range. While the typical range 
decreased, these students rates improved to the 
strength range. The needs range went up slightly. 
This data helps us better understand our students 
needs based on the DESSA competencies.  

At Centerville Elementary we value a positive 
school climate that celebrates diversity and each 
unique child. The school counselor and 
administrative team have been working hard to 
update our school wide programming with a moto 

of “be responsible, be respectful, be safe, and be 
ready to learn”. Lesson plans were created for each 
grade level to explicitly teach these skills. The 
entire school celebrates success with students 
earning skill based “bees” whenever they are 
“caught” using that skill. The following skills were 
taught and celebrated this year: 

Safe Hard working 
Responsible Positive 
Respectful Kind 
Ready to Learn Considerate 
Flexible Good Citizen 

Students were challenged to not only demonstrate 
these skills, but to also teach each other, and family 
members each of these skills. With monthly zoom 
assemblies students celebrated success, recognized 
each other, created art, stories, music, and video’s 
all based on these character strength skills.  

The Centerville “Bee” theme has connected 
teachers, students, administrators and families in a 
positive and meaningful way. 

Barnstable elementary school counselors continued 
to do work with the Child Protection Unit through 
our evidence based Second Step program. The 
lessons build on the foundations of social and 
emotional assertiveness skills by teaching children 
to recognize safe and unsafe situations, and 
encourages children to report to adults. This year 
was particularly interesting in that school 
counselors taught in person students as well as our 



remote learning students. All students (remote and 
in person) were taught the 6 unit lessons and 
learned the skills through direct teaching, song, 
related games, puppet modeling and practice. My 
goal for Centerville was for 80% of the students to 
earn an 80% grade or higher on the Child Protection 
Unit post assessment. Results shown below display 
our goal met with 88% of students score 80% or 
higher.  

Child Protection Unit Assessment Results 
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Focus for Improvement
The team at Centerville Elementary will continue 
to work hard to support all students at Centerville 
and celebrate diversity and every student’s unique 
learning style. As a district we have adopted value 
in social emotional and academic learning. We wil
continue to grow in that area and will continue to 
provide a safe place for students to learn and make 
connections. In the next year we are very excited 
that Centerville Elementary has been approved for 
classroom assistance dog. We are on a waiting list 
to receive our classroom assistance dog from 
NEADS (National Education for Assistance Dog 
Services), and hope to incorporate this valuable 
opportunity of pet therapy with a strong lead in 
social emotional learning.    

The district of Barnstable has also initiated 
a new collaboration with an amazing organization 
called Care Solace. Care Solace provides a private, 
remote way of connecting families with tools for 
substance abuse and mental health concerns. With 
this tool we hope to provide families with outside 
supports who can meet the unique needs of each 
household.  

We will continue to support the community
as we come to better understand our world with 
COVID-19. We look forward to improving our 
communication with families, and understanding 
what needs we can fulfill as a school.  
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Student Support Personnel Team
The Centerville Elementary School Counselor 
works with a team of professionals who are 
supportive, and collaborate regularly. The support 
personnel within the school district include the 
Executive Director of Social-Emotional Learning 
and Student Services, the Centerville Elementary 
Principal, School Psychologist, SEAD coach 
(social, emotional, academic development)  School 
Nurse, a full time counselor, and Barnstable District 
School Counselors.  

This year the team became proficient with 
remote communication, and supporting each other 
in the many social area’s that families needed. With 
the many unknown’s that came with a world wide 
pandemic our team worked hard to be reachable for 
families and co-workers. The school nurse took on 
new responsibilities that came along with school 
health concerns. The team shifted and covered for 
each other, and continue to be flexible to meet the 
needs of the school.   

 The counselor also collaborates with 
community members to provide a comprehensive 
school counseling program. This year in particular 
Centerville Elementary has connected with 
organizations such as; The Department of Children 
and Families, Barnstable Police Department, Child 
and Family Services, Katelyn’s Closet, Family 
Continuity, Big Brother Big Sister, Cape Kid 
Meals, Cape Cod Family Resource Center, Care 
Solace, and the Barnstable Recreation Department. 
The global pandemic has created many uncertainties 
for families especially around financial and food 
security. The many organizations listed above 
proved to be amazing supports for the school 
community.  The School Counselor continues 
professional development through seminars, 
continuing education courses, as well as 
professional memberships with the American 
School Counselor Association, The Cape and 
Islands School Counselor Association, and the 
Massachusetts School Counselors Association. The 
professional team includes the following:  

• Holeigh Morin, M.Ed,  School Counselor
• Matthew Scheufele, Principal
• Gina Hurley, Executive Director of 

Social-Emotional Learning and Student 
Services

• Linda Mayers, RN MSN,  School Nurse
• Kathleen Giorgio, SEAD Coach
• Sarah Haskell, School Psychologist
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